
JOUR3060 COMMUNICATION LAW - EXAM #1 STUDY GUIDE 

EXAM #1 

40 multiple choice and matching questions; 1 short essay 

Bring your own writing utensil(s) 

 

TOPICS COVERED 

Introduction to the American Legal System, First Amendment Interpretation, Development of 

Press Freedoms and Regulations, Media Access and Regulation, Prior Restraint, Symbolic 

Expression 

 

GENERAL TIPS AND TEST-TAKING STRATEGY 

 I write my own exams based on the lectures and class blog content 

 Know the full case name, not just the first party 

 Know the context of the case AND its application (What’s the big picture? How did this 

case affect the legal landscape?) 

 Pay attention to “first,” “establishing” or “landmark” cases 

 Know all the elements of the step-by-step legal tests 

 Pay attention to cases on concepts I identified in class as important or likely to be on the 

exam 

 If it seems correct, but you’ve never heard of it…. the answer is probably wrong 

 READ THE EXAM THOROUGHLY AND CAREFULLY!!! 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE AMERICAN LEGAL SYSTEM 

- Sources of law 

- Branches of government 

- Court hierarchy (especially Georgia) 

 

FIRST AMENDMENT INTERPRETATION 

- Differences between the Federal and Georgia Constitutions 

- What is protected / not protected expression in Georgia 

 

DEVELOPMENT OF PRESS FREEDOMS AND REGULATIONS 

- applicable amendments and doctrines 

- First Amendment cases (general, print, radio, tv, internet) 

- government policy of press regulations 

- different regulatory acts and what they accomplished/established (Radio Act, Communications 

Act, Cable TV Acts, Telecommunications Act, etc.) 

- future issues and challenges 

 

MEDIA ACCESS AND REGULATION 

- know the differences between personal attack, fairness doctrine, equal time and equal 

opportunity 

- differences in print/broadcast regulations and why 

- differences between regular citizens and politicians access to media 

- know cases for this section 



PRIOR RESTRAINT 

- know elements and application of Clear and Present Danger Test 

- prior restraint cases 

- know the differences in the holdings of the government info cases (classified material, de-

classified material, national security or contracts issues, etc.) 

 

SYMBOLIC EXPRESSION 

- test for determining speech conduct 

- elements of O’Brien test 

- different levels of scrutiny (definition, when applied, etc) 

 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS FROM PREVIOUS COMM LAW EXAMS 

This court has exclusive jurisdiction over felonies, divorce, equitable relief and land titles: 

a) probate court 

b) magistrate court 

c) superior court 

d) district court 

 

Which of the following US Amendments prevents state governments from taking life, liberty or 

property from its citizens without the due process of law? 

A.  First Amendment 

B.  Fourth Amendment 

C.  Eighth Amendment 

D.  Fourteenth Amendment 

 

In order to obtain a license from the government, broadcasters first must prove: 

a) the corporation is based in the United States 

b) the station will be appropriately financed 

c) the station supports a public interest 

d) the separation between church and state 

 

In which case did the Court hold that “fighting words” are not protected under the US 

Constitution? 

a) Chaplinksi vs. New Hampshire 

b) Gitlow vs. New York 

b) US vs. Playboy 

d) Turner vs. FCC 
 

SAMPLE ESSAY QUESTION (Spring 2014):  In a recent Missouri District Court case, the 

Judge held that the common practice of “headlight flashing” oncoming cars to warn them about 

police traps is a type of constitutionally-protected speech.  The state’s argument was that 

“headlight flashing” could interfere with police investigations.  Do you agree or disagree with 

this court’s decision, and why?   Be sure to reference cases and concepts we discussed during our 

Communication Law & Regulation class.  Points will be awarded based on:  clarity of writing, 

effectiveness of argument (does not matter which side you take), and incorporation of 

communication law materials. 


